Professional Goal Statement

As an Osteopathic physician, I acknowledge the role of lifelong learner.  I have been active academically throughout my life and embrace the opportunity to continue on that path.  
Following my high school graduation I began working as a medical assistant and soon realized that I wanted to be giving care directly to the patients not just assisting with procedures.  I was an unwed mother and had the added responsibility of caring for my child while I pursued my education.  No one in my family had ever completed grade school let alone gone to college so I was in uncharted waters.   I first became a Licensed Practical Nurse then immediately began studies for my Associates Degree in Nursing (ADN).  After completing my ADN, I enrolled at the Ohio State University in the certificate program for Nurse Anesthesia.  Following completion of that program I began working as a Certified Nurse Anesthetist - which I did for 11 years clinically then taught clinical nurse anesthesia for another 4 years. At the age of 40 my dream of a medical degree had not waned and I applied to Ohio University College of Osteopathic Medicine where I was accepted!  I completed my Doctor of Osteopathy degree in 1993.  I completed an internship and residency in family practice.  After completing my residency I entered private practice where I discovered a love for teaching the students that rotated in the office.  I entered the area of academic medicine at the University of Nevada-Las Vegas Family Practice Residency program where I found the teaching part of my day to be the best.  Following the unexpected death of my husband in 1999,  I returned to Ohio and took an academic position with Ohio University College of Osteopathic Medicine as a Residency Director for the family practice residency in Columbus.  I continue to work there during which time I have completed an Academic Leadership Fellowship along with the Costin Scholars program for Medical Educators.  
I truly love being involved in the academic portion of my resident’s careers and am looking forward to completing the Education for Health Professions Master of Arts degree in order to round out my teaching credentials.  Education is one gift that can never be taken away and I am anxious to begin this next area of my own lifelong education.
